
Tax Assistance Information Session
October 29, 2026, from 12:30 to 2:30 PM

Jacobi Community Center
10 Humphrey St.
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October 29, 2026

Marblehead Means-Tested Senior Property Tax Program

12:30 Welcome

Overview & Updates

Application (Eligibility / Examples / Explainers)

Timeline

Q&A

2:30 Adjourn
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Program Overview

• Marblehead’s Means-Tested Senior Property Tax Exemption is a highly targeted property tax relief 
program, which has been carefully designed to assist our unique demographics and safeguard our 
limited municipal resources. 

• The exemption supplements state-funded tax relief programs, like the Circuit Breaker credit, when 
those programs are insufficient in protecting our long-time senior residents from rising property taxes.

• Like the state Circuit Breaker program, our program aims to keep property tax obligations, when added 
to half of annual water and sewer costs, from exceeding 10 percent of eligible seniors’ income. 

• Our municipal program, which is funded and managed solely by the town, differs from the state Circuit 
Breaker program in a few crucial ways; it is:

• A property tax exemption, not an income tax credit.

• Available only to homeowners, not to renters.

• A supplement to, not a replacement of, state tax relief benefits.
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Program Overview

• What it IS…
• Highly targeted property tax relief to seniors who need it most.
• Available to Marblehead’s seniors only AFTER they receive the

maximum state Senior Circuit Breaker credit, and their property
taxes are STILL a disproportionate share of their income.

• A significant new responsibility for our Assessor department.  

• What it ISN’T…
• A broad tax exemption available to all Marblehead seniors.
• A redistribution of property taxes to favor one demographic group over another.
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Program Updates

• On July 22, the Select Board approved eligibility requirements and set individual and 
total exemption amounts for FY27 ($2,000 individual and $200K program).

• The Board of Assessors approved the application form in September 2026.

• The Assessors Office developed and will oversee the application submittal, 
approval, and exemption distribution process:

• Applications, available now, can be submitted starting November 1, 2026.

• Applications are due by November 30, 2026.

• Exemptions, as approved by the Board of Assessors, will be communicated no 
later than February 2027.

• Approved exemptions will be included in FY27 Q4 property tax bills.
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Application Eligibility

✓ Age The (or one) homeowner is at least 65 years old as of December 31, 2025. If home is co-
owned, the co-owner must be at least 60 years old as of December 31, 2025.

✓ Residency You have owned a home in Marblehead as your primary residence for at least 10 years.

✓ Assessed Home Value Your home’s current assessed value is at or below Marblehead's average assessed home 
value ($1,291,507 — updated annually).

✓ Income Limits $75,000 single individual, not head of household. 
$94,000 head of household.
$112,000 married couples filing a joint return.

✓ Asset Restrictions You do not own a second home.

✓ State Circuit Breaker You have applied for the state's Senior Circuit Breaker tax credit in your 2025 state tax return.



6
October 29, 2026

Exemption Examples

Annie Bob Charles & 
Dana
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Annie

Annie, 72, has lived in her 
Marblehead home for 20 
years. A retired teacher, 

she has a pension.

Home assessed value

$750,000 2025 income

$40,000

1

FY26 property tax

$6,420

2
½ water & sewer bill

$800

3

1
2
3

2025 Income 40,000$  
FY26 Property Tax 6,420$    

50% Water & Sewer 800$        
Initial Total 7,220$    18%

State CB Credit 2,820$    
Revised Total 4,400$    11%

MHD Exemption 400$       
Final Total 4,000$    10%

Tax % of 
Income
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Bob

Bob, 80, a grandfather of six, 
has lived in his Marblehead 
home for 40 years. A retired 
machinist, he lives on Social 
Security and a small pension.

Home assessed value

$650,000 2025 income

$45,000

1

FY26 property tax

$5,564

2
½ water & sewer bill

$800

3

1
2
3

Tax % of 
Income

2025 Income  $  45,000 
FY26 Property Tax 5,564$    

50% Water & Sewer 800$        
Initial Total 6,364$    14%

State CB Credit 1,864$    
Revised Total 4,500$    10%

MHD Exemption -$        
Final Total 4,500$    10%
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Charles & Dana

Recent retirees Charles, 
62, and Dana, 66, have 

lived in their Marblehead 
home for 30 years. They 
both have IRAs and file 

their taxes jointly.

Home assessed value

$1,100,000 2025 income

$65,000

1

FY26 property tax

$9,416

2
½ water & sewer bill

$1,000

3

1
2
3

2025 Income  $  65,000 
FY26 Property Tax 9,416$    

50% Water & Sewer 1,000$    
Initial Total 10,416$  16%

State CB Credit 2,820$    
Revised Total 7,596$    12%

MHD Exemption 1,096$   
Final Total 6,500$    10%

Tax % of 
Income
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Exemption Outcomes

Annie Bob Charles & 
Dana $1,096$0$400
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Application Explainer

Documentation needed

 Proof of age (owner and co-owner)
 Copy of 2025 State Income Tax Return, including 

Schedule CB
 Trust documentation, if residence is held in trust 
 Completed, signed application
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Application Explainer

 The form has nine sections (A-I).
 A few questions need information from 

your state tax filing. Most information 
should be easily recalled or found.

 Application forms are available on the 
Assessor web-site. Printed copies will be 
available in their office. We also have 
copies here today.

 Once you have the required documents, 
this form should take less than an hour 
to complete.
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Town Assessors | Helpful Links |Online Property Data Tool has 
property ownership information.
If property is in a Trust, a copy of the Trust document must be 
included with this application.

Provide name of primary applicant. If there is a co-
owner, provide their name in Section E. Name(s) must 
match proof of identification, which is part of the 
documentation to be submitted with this applications.

If Divorced or Widowed, 
write Single.

Provide both telephone 
number and email 
address.
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Your 2025 tax documentation should include 
a Schedule CB form. This is part of the 
documentation to be submitted with this 
application.

No additional calculations are needed; simply record the dollar 
amount from Line 44 of your MA State Income Tax.
Your 2025 MA State Income Tax is part of the documentation to be 
submitted with this application.
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Appendix A: 
Massachusetts 
Circuit Breaker 

Income Tax Credit 
Information
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Massachusetts 
2025 State 

Income Tax 
Form
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This information can be found using the Online 
Property Tax tool. It is also shown on the FY 2026 
Actual Real Estate Tax Bill for Q3 and Q4.
If you are having trouble locating the assessed value, 
please call the Assessor’s Office for assistance.
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Finding Assessed Value
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Finding Assessed Value
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Finding Assessed Value
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Please indicate if you have received other exemptions this year, e.g., senior or veteran’s 
exemptions. If you are uncertain which, if any, exemptions you received this year, consider 
checking with the relevant department or call the Assessor’s Office for assistance.
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The name of co-owner must match proof of 
identification, which is part of the 
documentation to be submitted with this 
application. 

Information for the primary applicant.

Information for the co-owner.
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Pertains to the property listed in 
Section A. Program eligibility is limited 
to applicants who have resided at the 
listed property for the full fiscal year.

Pertains to ten-year residency 
requirement. You do not need to list 
prior residences.

Pertains to primary residence requirement. 
You do not need to specify the actual time 
in residence each year.
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No additional calculations are needed; simply record the dollar 
amount from Line 9 of your MA State Schedule CB.
Your 2025 MA State Income Tax is part of the documentation to be 
submitted with this application.
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Massachusetts 2025 
Schedule CB
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Pertains to asset restrictions.
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Applicant(s) should sign and date after reviewing all information and all required documentation. Mailed applications 
must be postmarked no later than 11/30/26. Applications can be dropped off in person to the Assessors Office through 
close of business Monday, 11/30/26.
It is recommended that you retain a copy of your application and supporting documents.



Program Timeline

Nov ‘26

Application Period

Submit completed 
applications and 

required documents by 
November 30 to 
Assessors Office.

Feb/Apr ‘27

Q3/Q4 Tax Bills

Approvals will be 
communicated no later 

than February 2027
Approved exemptions 
will be included in the 

FY27 Q4 tax bill.

October 29, 2026
28

 Applications are available at Assessors Office 
and website.

 Additional help will be available at drop-in 
coaching sessions at Abbot Library:
 There will be two Office Hour sessions on 

Tuesday Nov 10 and 17 from 1 – 3 PM in 
the Event Center.

 Bring your application and required 
documents and volunteers will help you 
finalize your application.

Next Steps
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Q&A



Thank you!
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